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CAN WE GET FASHION TO INTEGRATE  
THE GENDER PERSPECTIVE?

IS IT POSSIBLE FOR THE FASHION INDUSTRY 
TO ABANDON GENDER STEREOTYPES?

IS A NEW MODEL ENHANCING ALL FORMS  
OF DIVERSITY, INCLUDING GENDER, INSTEAD 
OF EXCLUDING THEM, POSSIBLE?

CAN FASHION, AS A KEY PRACTICE IN  
THE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIOCULTURAL 
PATTERNS, PLAY IN FAVOUR OF THE 
VISIBILITY OF A MULTITUDE OF REALITIES 
AND BECOME A REAL TOOL FOR SOCIAL  
AND CULTURAL CHANGES?
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1. GENERAL FRAMEWORK

Barcelona and Manchester’s shared textile industrial past is the starting point of 
a joint initiative between MODA-FAD, Design Manchester and the British Council. 
The collaboration aims to rethink the future of the sector from the point of view of 
sustainability based on the gender perspective.

In the Sustainable Challenge 2020, 40 design students from different 
disciplines from all over Spain and the United Kingdom, advised by experts 
based in both countries, will work in mixed and heterogeneous groups. They 
will develop designs and fashion concepts that go beyond the feminizing of 
men or masculinization of women, but rather strive to reach an understanding 
of other perspectives outside the normative. They will work at developing new 
methodologies within the processes of creation and distribution of fashion. It will 
be a marathon of creation where new approaches will be taken and proposals 
will be developed in areas of fashion such as design, pattern making, marketing, 
specialized press, retail design, casting, photography, styling, etc.

This edition of the Sustainable Challenge will be part of Design Manchester (from 
12 to 16 November) and will culminate in Barcelona Design Week (from 17 to 26 
November).

2. OBJECTIVES

To develop fashion designs and concepts that, beyond feminizing men or 
masculinizing women, share the objective of understanding other perspectives 
outside the normative.

To apply new methodologies within the processes of creation and distribution of 
fashion.

To deconstruct the gender stereotypes that occur in fashion today. Because 
there is no sustainable fashion without a gender perspective.

To develop proposals with a gender perspective in areas of fashion such as 
design, pattern making, marketing, specialized journalism, retail design, casting, 
photography, styling, etc.
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3. PARTICIPANTS AND WAY OF WORKING

This project is aimed at students of any discipline related to the fashion and 
design industry (graphic design, product design, advertising, marketing, styling, 
pattern making, textile engineering, visual, management, etc). The call is open 
to students of training cycles, university degrees, postgraduate and master’s 
degrees.

Participants will have tutors and recognized experts who will help them shape 
the proposals to be developed. The participants will be divided into 10 teams of 
4 members each (2 Spanish students and 2 British students) and each group will 
work as a team developing a proposal.

This challenge is not a competition between teams, therefore there will be no 
winner or loser. What is expected is that interesting proposals will arise in line 
with the objective of the challenge and that it will be an enrichment at the level 
of knowledge and as an experience for all participants. Upon completion of the 
challenge, a certificate of participation issued by the organizers will be delivered.

4. CALENDAR

On November 15th and 16th, during Design Manchester, experts from different 
disciplines related to the subject will give talks open to the general public that will 
provide the inspiration and information for students taking part in the challenge. 
Following these sessions, between November 17th and 21st, during Barcelona 
Design Week, the students will work on developing proposals, and they will 
present them to the general public in a session which will be livestreamed on 
November 21st.

IMPORTANT DATES:
NOVEMBER 2: Announcement of selected candidates
NOVEMBER 9-12: Introductory activities to the challenge
NOVEMBER 15-16: Expert talks
NOVEMBER 17-20: Development of the proposal
NOVEMBER 20: Proposal submission
NOVEMBER 21: Public presentation
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5. CURATORIAL AND EXPERT ADVISERS

The participants will have tutors and recognized experts who will help them 
shape the proposals to be developed.

CURATORS:
Roberto Piqueras and Lucy-Isobel Bonner

EXPERT ADVISERS IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
Fashion and design
Research Academy (education and gender)
Social sciences and LGTBIQ + activism
Racial and ethnic minority groups

6. APPLICATION

To participate it is necessary to fill in the online form.

ENROL HERE:
https://fadbcn.typeform.com/to/iu2UEbDS

The application deadline is OCTOBER 25th, 2020.

Participation is free and the selection of participants will be the responsibility of 
the curators.

The 40 selected candidates (20 from British schools and 20 from Spanish 
schools) will be announced on NOVEMBER 2nd, 2020.

7. ABOUT MODA-FAD

MODA-FAD is a group of professionals from the different fields of fashion that 
make up the Fashion section of the FAD and share the enthusiasm of promoting 
and giving visibility to creators, fashion companies and new talent, fostering 
positive impact with the values of sustainability.

MODA-FAD promotes initiatives that foster creative excellence, commercial 
impulse, economic reactivation, and responsible consumption. 5
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MODA-FAD aims to be a reference as a source of information, inspiration and 
networking, welcoming professionals from all areas of the sector: fashion and 
accessories design, styling, communication, photography, and entrepreneurship.

8. ABOUT DESIGN MANCHESTER

Design Manchester celebrates every year collaboration and inclusion in design, 
producing events with international appeal that champion the worlds of design, 
art, architecture, digital, illustration, film, animation, photography, and music.

Design Manchester supports and promotes design thinking and practice in 
and from one of the world’s great design cities with a variety of programs and 
events in Manchester and beyond. The organization works in partnership with 
the City Council and other partners from the design sector in the city, including 
its founding partner, Manchester School of Art at Manchester Metropolitan 
University, to harness the power of design for the benefit of residents, the 
environment and the community ecosystems, and to promote internationally the 
centrality of design in Manchester’s history.

Design Manchester is supported by Manchester City Council and the Arts 
Council England.

9. ABOUT BARCELONA DESIGN WEEK

Barcelona Design Week (BDW) is the unmissable event covering design, 
creativity and innovation in Barcelona and one of the most important Design 
Weeks on the international calendar (Best architecture, design and technology 
event 2020 according to Dezeen). BDW is a member of the World Design Weeks 
Network organization, which includes the main international events in the field of 
design.

The BDW has a very clear objective: to bring design closer to the public and 
galvanize the sector into sharing the vitality of Barcelona’s design with the world, 
highlighting its social and economic importance and inviting a wide diversity of 
people to experience it. For a week, the main agents of the sector, as well as fans 
of this discipline, will be able to participate in an extensive program of activities.
Barcelona Design Week was created in 2006 by the BCD Barcelona Design 
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Centre and, since 2018, it has been organized jointly with the FAD (Fomento 
de las Artes y del Diseño), the centennial association of designers, architects, 
artisans and artists of Barcelona; with support from the Barcelona City Council 
and the collaboration of the Generalitat de Catalunya.

10. ABOUT BRITISH COUNCIL

The British Council is the United Kingdom’s international organisation for cultural 
relations and educational opportunities.

This institution creates friendly knowledge and understanding between the 
people of the UK and other countries. Through arts, education and society 
programmes, the organisation gives opportunities to hundreds of millions of 
people worldwide each year in more than 100 countries.

In order to answer the needs of the fashion industry in Spain, France and Greece 
and the growing interest in sustainability of the general public, British Council 
launched a Sustainable Fashion programme four years ago, aimed at sharing 
knowledge and fostering a more connected and skilled sector, gathering together 
the most relevant institutions to achieve a cultural shift towards sustainable 
models, providing a new framework for the industry and raising awareness of 
the impact of fashion on the environment. In the last three years, more than 200 
European designers have received specific training related to sustainability in 
Fashion, in partnership with prestigious institutions such as Central Saint Martins, 
the Onassis Foundation, Re-Barcelona, Madrid Fashion Week or the Spanish 
Association of creators.

11. DATA PROTECTION
 
MODA-FAD (Pl. De les Glòries Catalanes, 37-38 Edificio Disseny Hub Barcelona, 
and CIF G08746976) is the controller of the personal information collected 
during the registration process for the purpose of selecting 40 participants in the 
Sustainable Challenge 2020.
 
The lawful basis for processing the personal information collected is the 
candidate’s acceptance of the rules (T&Cs) for taking part in this contest. With 
regard to the special categories of information collected for the challenge (data 
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concerning sex life or sexual orientation), these will be used for the sole purpose 
of selecting the final participants in the challenge, and based on the individual’s 
specific consent. Special categories of data will be confidentially destroyed once 
the process to select participants is completed.
 
FAD will share this personal information with the British Council and Design 
Manchester, as organizers of the Sustainable Challenge 2020, and the two 
curators, for the purposes indicated above. FAD will keep this data for the time 
necessary to fulfill the purpose for which they were collected, that is until the end 
of the challenge.
 
Data subjects may exercise their data protection rights by sending an email to 
fad@fad.cat. For more detailed information about the processing of your data, 
please refer to our privacy policy. You also have the right to request the protection 
of the Spanish Agency for Data Protection on its website www.aepd.es.
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CONTACT

DESIGN MANCHESTER
Malcolm Garrett
malcolm@designmcr.com

BRITISH COUNCIL
Ludovic Assémat
arts@britishcouncil.es
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mailto:arts@britishcouncil.es

